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maiden, Elizabeth the matron, Anna the widow of
fourscore and four years, and just and aged Simeon,
were inspired to bear witness to it Again, in the
Book of Acts, \vhile Peter was preaching to Cornelius,
" the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word." At Ephesus, when St. Paul had laid his hands
on John's disciples, the Holy Ghost came on them,
" and all the men were about twelve." Moreover, we
hear of St. Philip's "four daughters, virgins, which
did prophesy." And the disorders of the Church of
Corinth plainly show that the miraculous gifts were
not confined to one or two principal persons of high
station or spiritual attainments, but were " dispersed
abroad" with a bountiful hand over all the faithful.'
The same inference may be drawn from St, Peter's
direction, " As every man hath received the gift, even
so minister the same one to another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God.'1 Such, then, is the
Scripture account of the bestowal of the miraculous
powers in the Apostolic age ; and, I repeat, it serves
to remove certain misapprehensions and objections
which have been made to their exhibition as instanced
in the times that follow.

97. For instance, there seems a fallacy in the mode
in which a phrase is used, which often occurs in the
controversy. It has been contended that there is no
" standing gift of miracles" in the Church ; and then
it is concluded thak therefore no manifestation of